point ofthe supposed "silent era,"' Since those newspapers extensively covered local crime, the hypothesis was that they would not ignore those abortion operations which led to deaths of mothers involved, and the consequent need to quietly dispose of bodies.
One month's worth of issues for each newspaper each year was chosen at random: April, 1925; July, 1926; November, 1927; September, 1928; January, 1929; and March 1930, Coverage in the three newspapers was compared to coverage in the New York Times, and issues of the Journal of the American Medical Association were used for background information. Typical stories are summarized below, and a conclusion gives the overall picture.
The Bodies of Babies
The first indication in the study that the "silent era" designation is incorrect came in reading coverage in 1925 ofthe arrest of Henry L, Mottard, alias Dr. H. L. Green. The New York Journal played the story at the top of its front page, with pictures and text emphasizing the search of Mottard's farm on Long Island "for surgical instruments and bodies of infants,"^ As Mottard confessed to crimes, the Journal expressed horror and amazement: "The blandness with which Mottard uttered his remarkable professions leads the authorities to believe that he has been a veritable Moloch in his destruction of infants' lives,"'
The Journal also connected abortion with "pagan ritual" when it described Mottard's farm as a "temple where women came in considerable numbers to sacrifice,"* It emphasized Mottard's wealth by captioning a photograph of the interior of Mottard's house, "One of the Luxurious Rooms in Mottard's Home,"Â ccording to the Journal, the house was "lavishly furnished and has especially handsome furniture in the music room. Hunting trophies adorn the walls and two skulls rest on tables at the entrance to the front door," Mottard's chicken farm had "more than 1,700 hens of varied fine breeds,"* The Journal described Mottard's "fully equipped operating room," complete with "countless photographs of pretty women-some of them known on the stage-who ventured to inscribe their pictures with various terms of affection, such as to 'our dear benefactor and friend.'"' Coverage in the other two sampled newspapers was comparable.
A Torso Murder
In July, 1926, the three sensational newspapers also reported a major abortion story, one that began when police found a body cut into pieces and packed into two boxes, "The packing was done by a trained surgeon," the New York Joumal noted on its first day of coverage, and cited police belief that the boxes were dropped accidentally while being sent to medical students for research,"* The next day, however, a front page headline "Clue to Slain Girl in Box," attracted attention to four photographs and a story emphasizing death following "an illegal operation,"" The three newspapers carried graphic descriptions of the body cut into eight pieces and put in the box, along with a "bloodsoaked bundle containing a tablecloth, several towels and female apparel." The legs of the corpse still had stockings on them.'2 Stories continued the following day with identification of the "pretty 18 year old virtim of the box tragedy" as Edith Green, whose fiance confessed that he had taken her "to Doctor Walsh's office for an operation to forestall approaching motherhood."'' One headline read, "Vital Organs Found in a Raid on the House of that Thompson "often boasted he couldn't be prosecuted because 'What I know about the girl friends of some officials will burn them up,' " The Daily News played the story like a fictional serial, asking in italics at the end of one story, "Has the law sprung its trap sufficiently well to hold 'Dr,' Thompson this time, or will he again laugh at it? Read newest developments in THE NEWS tomorrow,""
Conclusions
Some examples of abortion coverage are given, but there were many more. During the six months examined the three New York newspapers each ran 24 to 30 abortion stories, an average of four or five per month. While this was far from the level of coverage that a major agenda itemsuch as coverage of local governmentreceived, it also was a long way from silence on the issue.
The coverage was critical of the character of abortionists. Although these three newspapers did not explicitly couch abortion coverage in an editorial format, they consistently linked abortion to horrible consequences. The moralizing was more subtle than that of the 16th and 17th century newsbooks and ballads, yet these sampled sensational newspapers seemed to be sending a message that abortionists were immoral liars whose practice was filled with greed, fraud and abuse of women.
Ibid. Thompion eventually received a one-)cv pruon sentence.
Boycott of Horror Programs Grows
The National Coalition on Iblevision Violence reports that a national campaign against what it calls TV's two most violent programs, "Friday the 13th" and "Freddy's Nightmare" has caused some cancellations by stations and sponsors. The coalition reported in late October of 1989 that seven markets have cancelled one or both of these programs and 24 national advertisers have cancelled sponsorship. Also, Matchbox Ibys has stopped production of the Freddy Krueger doll. The two hour-long programs are shown weekly. They are sold to individual stations through syndication and are not network programs. Both are spinoffs of popular teenage slasher-horror films.
